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The Uniform Statistical Reporting System's mission is to provide rigorous statistics on issues
facing policy makers, judges, attorneys, court personnel, researchers, special interest groups, and
parents who use the family courts. The Uniform Statistical Reporting System (USRS) follows a
parsimonious design, consisting of a network of discrete but interlocking studies that can be used
alone or combined in different ways to address specific policy questions. The cornerstone of the
USRS is the Family Court Services Snapshot Series described below.

• The 1991 Client Baseline Study sampled 1,699 family court sessions across the state,
collecting extensive information from 2,504 mothers and fathers who received mediation
services. The sampled sessions represented 83 percent of all family court services
sessions conducted during the study period.

• The 1992 Default and Uncontested Dissolution Matched Sample Study gathered
information about 696 fathers and mothers who resolved custody and visitation matters
without the use of court-based dispute resolution services. Comparison with the 1991
Client Baseline Study participants illustrates differences in the prevailing experiences of



those who use different methods to determine child custody.

• The 1991 Client Followup I interviewed 1,532 parents up to two years after their
participation in the 1991 Client Baseline Study. Parents reported on family outcomes
over time, such as the viability of custody arrangements, and reflected on their
experiences with the legal system for resolving custody matters.

• The 1991 Client Followup II will interview parents four years after their participation in
family court child custody mediation and the 1991 Client Baseline Study. The data
collection will take place in fall 1995.

• The 1993 Client Baseline Study sampled 2,735 family court sessions across the state (87
percent of all sessions conducted during the study period), collecting extensive
information from 4,088 mothers and fathers who received mediation services.
Comparison with the 1991 Client Baseline Study will identify possible trends in case
characteristics and case management in an era of rapid change in court environments.

• The 1993 Client Followup I will collect data from mothers and fathers who participated
in the 1993 Client Baseline Study. The study will be conducted in fall 1995, two years
after the parents were seen in family court.
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